
CHAPTER ONE

AVING NEVER BEEN ON A field tripd bieforriieၩ Swpth—rriiell nleie Grilhie Griieggrၩ dlgg—tieri orf twor orf
t—ie worrild’r eorrt pnfleorgr rgdierivplllpnrၩ lnd l rtgdient lt t—ie T—ieordorriie Jlrorn Ahldieey forri

Yorgng Sgdieri—gelnrrdpdn’t  knorw egh— lborgt  t—iee.  S—ie wlr  lwlriieၩ  vpl  dord hgltgriieၩ  t—lt  t—iey
grgllly pnvorlvied l hllrr orf rtgdientr gorpng tor roreie dllhie forri ‘iedghltpornll’ dgridorrierၩ rgh— lr l egriege
orri —prtorriphll rptieၩ wpt— l tielh—ieri orri twor tor h—ldieriorn. Stgdientr grgllly lororkied forriwlrid tor t—ieeၩ biehlgrie
t—iey wieriie l gorord iexhgrie tor giet orgt orf hllrr lnd rieie eorriie orf t—ie worrild. Soreietpeier t—iey horgld ievien bie
giengpniely pntieriiertpng lnd iedghltpornllၩ bgt —lvpng lptlie frirt—lnd iexdieripienhie —ieririelfၩ Swpth— horgldn’t
riiellly rly forri rgriie.

H

Bgt ornie t—png Swpth— wlr rgriie lborgt: Morrt field tripdr dpdn’t pnvorlvie t—ie rtgdientr gietpng lebgr—ied
by l griorgd orf eyrtieriporgr rgdierivplllpnr w—or hlllied t—ieerielvier t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprtr.

Criorgh—png lorw bie—pnd t—ie Mgriege’r gpft r—ord horgntieri wpt— —ieri fiellorw rtgdientrၩ Swpth— dieiekied orvieri
t—ie tord. S—ie rlw l flr— orf fleie hriorrr t—ie ltripgeၩ forllorwied by l  thwip orf wiebၩ lnd t—ien roreieornie
rhriielepng pn dlpn.  S—ie ievien t—orgg—t r—ie hlgg—t l glpedrie orf t—iepri h—ldieriornၩ Arilh—npdၩ rwpngpng
lhriorrr t—ie ltripge lnd kphkpng ornie orf t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprtr pn t—ie flhieၩ bgt t—ien roreieornie grilbbied —ieri lrie
lnd ylnkied —ieri dorwn tor t—ie fororri —lrir—ly. S—ie lororkied pn lnnorylnhie lt t—ie dierirorn w—or —ld grilbbied
lnd rlw t—lt pt wlr —ieri twpn briort—ieri lnd fiellorw Ahldieey rtgdientၩ Blpt.

“W—lt wlr t—lt forri?” rlpd Swpth—ၩ rigbbpng —ieri lrie. “I wlr jgrt lororkpng.”
“Yorg —ielrid Arilh—npdၩ” Blpt rlpd wpt—orgt ievien rorgndpng ldorlorgietph. “Hie rlpd wie nieied tor kieied orgri

—ieldr down. Hie doriern’t wlnt gr tor giet —grit.”
“O—ၩ horeie ornၩ” rlpd Swpth—. “Wie’riie dierifiehtly rlfie pn t—pr gpft r—ord. Bierpdierၩ w—lt’r t—ie driorbliee wpt—

lororkpng? I wlnt tor rieie Arilh—npd kphk t—orrie pdportr’ lrrier.”
“Strily  bllrtr  —lvie  bieien  knorwn tor  kpll  dieordlie  pn  t—ierie  kpndr  orf  rgdieri—geln  fg—trၩ”  Blpt  rlpdၩ

r—lkpng —pr —ield. “Inhlgdpng ort—ieri rgdieri—gelnr. Lortr orf rgdieri—ieriorier —lvie dpied biehlgrie t—iey t—orgg—t
pt wlr rlfie tor jgrt ‘lorork.’”

Swpth— forldied —ieri lrier lhriorrr —ieri h—iert.  “Horw dor yorg knorw t—lt? Yorg dorn’t  —lvie egh— eorriie
iexdieripienhie fg—tpng rgdierivplllpnr t—ln I dor.”

“Biehlgrieၩ gnlpkie yorgၩ I lhtgllly dly ltientporn pn orgri Hprtorriy lnd Coreblt hllrrierၩ” Blpt rlpd. “Yorg
knorwၩ  t—ie  hllrrier  wie  nieied  tor  tlkie  pn  orridieri  tor  biehoreie  lhtgll  rgdieri—ieriorier?  T—ie  ornier  yorg  kieied
horedllpnpng lborgt?”

Swpth— ordienied —ieri eorgt— tor lriggieၩ bgt t—ien Toreeyrlnort—ieri ornie orf t—iepri hllrreltierၩ w—or dpdn’t
yiet —lvie l hordie nleie lpkie t—ieerlielnied forriwlrid lnd w—prdieriiedၩ pn l —lrir— —prr orf l vorphieၩ “Cln yorg
twor kieied pt dorwn? I dorn’t wlnt t—orrie Nieor-Vprpornprtr tor orvieri—ielri gr lnd fnd gr w—plie Arilh—npd pr
dprtrilhtied.”

Toreey’r ieyier wieriie wpdie lnd riorgnd wpt— fielri bie—pnd —pr gllrrier. Bie—pnd —peၩ t—ie ort—ieri rtgdientr
w—or —ld horeie llorng orn t—ie field tripd wieriie —gddlied torgiet—ieri nielri t—ie r—ielvier fgll orf horfieie eggrၩ
dorrthlridrၩ lnd ort—ieri t—pngr yorg grgllly forgnd pn l gpft r—ord. T—ieriie wieriie lborgt l dorzien pn lllၩ ielh— ornie
wpt— l rgdieridorwieri orf t—iepri orwn t—lt t—iey wieriie lielrinpng tor grieၩ t—orgg— yorg worgldn’t —lvie ggierried pt
by t—ie wly t—iey lll lhtied lpkie rhlriied lptlie kptienr.

“Sor w—lt pf t—iey —ielri gr?” rlpd Swpth—. S—ie dgnh—ied —ieri frt pntor —ieri ort—ieri —lnd. “Wie hln tlkie t—ierie
lorrierir. If Blpt lnd I hln bielt Trgnlepၩ t—ien wie hln bielt t—ierie ggyr ielry.”

T—ie rorgnd orf hrilhkpng elriblie eldie t—ie rtgdientr jgedၩ bgt w—ien pt  biehleie hlielri t—lt t—ie fororri
orgtrpdie orf t—ie gpft r—ord —ld hrilhkied lnd t—lt t—iey wieriie rlfieၩ Blpt lielnied torwlrid —ieri lnd rlpdၩ pn l



—lrir— w—prdieriၩ “Yorg knorw t—lt wie gort lghky t—lt tpeie. If wie triy tor ‘—ield’ Arilh—npd t—pr tpeieၩ wie’d jgrt
giet pn t—ie wly biehlgrie —ie’d giet dprtrilhtied triypng tor driortieht gr.”

“Wie’riie dierifiehtly hldlblie orf tlkpng hlriie orf orgririelvierၩ” Swpth— rlpd. S—ie tlddied t—ie glorwpng orrilngie
rtornie orn —ieri h—iert. “And wpt— orgri Blorord Gieerၩ t—orrie Nieor-Vprpornprtr pdportr worn’t rieie orgri gnorrit—ordorx
fg—tpng rtylie horepng.”

“It doriern’t eltieri pf wie hln tlkie hlriie orf orgririelvier orri nortၩ” rlpd Blpt pn lnnorylnhie. “Arilh—npd rlyr wie
nieied tor rpt blhk lnd liet —pe diell wpt— pt. I driorepried —pe wie’d kieied t—ie ort—ieri rtgdientr rlfie.”

Swpth— gllnhied lt t—ie ort—ieri rtgdientrrw—or wieriie lll wlth—png —ieri lnd Blpt wpt— fielri pn t—iepri ieyierr
lnd t—ien lt Blpt lglpn. “Sor w—lt? T—iey’ll bie rlfie —ieriie ievien pf wie lielvie. And bierpdierၩ I t—orgg—t  you
wieriie t—ie ornie w—or wlntied tor fg—t bld ggyr lnd bie t—ie —ieriorၩ yiet yorg’riie t—ie ornie rlypng wie r—orgld rtly
pn —ieriie lnd —pdie lpkie horwlridr.”

Blpt rpg—ied. “T—ieriie’r eorriie tor biepng l —ierior t—ln rignnpng lriorgnd bieltpng gd bld ggyrၩ yorg knorw.
Soreietpeierၩ  t—ie  eorrt  —ieriorph  t—png yorg hln dor  pr  rtlnd blhk lnd driortieht  t—orrie  w—or hln’t  driortieht
t—ieerielvier. It’r nort horwlridly.”

Swpth— ordienied —ieri  eorgt— tor  lriggie t—ie  dorpntၩ  bgt  t—ien t—orgg—t  bietieri orf  pt.  Blpt  horgld  bie  vieriy
rtgbborrin  w—ienievieri  —ie  wlntied  tor  bie.  Triypng  tor  hornvpnhie  —pe  t—lt  t—iey  r—orgld  gor  orgt  lnd —ield
Arilh—npd diefielt t—ie rgdierivplllpnr w—or —ld lebgr—ied t—iee wlr tlntleorgnt tor triypng tor hornvpnhie t—ie
tpdie tor rtord horepng pn. Onhie Blpt riet —pr epnd orn roreiet—pngrierdiehpllly pf yorg horgld hornvpnhie —pe
t—lt pt wlr w—lt l ‘riiell’ rgdieri—ierior worgld dorr—ie dpdn’t bgdgieၩ nor eltieri w—lt.

Bgt Swpth— wlr gorpng tor fggriie orgt l wly tor fg—t t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprtr ornie wly orri lnort—ieri. W—ien r—ie
frirt rtlritied ltiendpng t—ie Ahldieeyၩ Swpth— —ld —ld nor pntieriiert pn biehorepng l rgdieri—ieriorၩ bgt ievieri
rpnhie diefieltpng Trgnlep l eornt— lgorၩ Swpth— norw wlntied tor biehoreie l rgdieri—ierior jgrt lr egh— lr Blptၩ
pf nort eorriie ror. S—ie lorvied t—ie drilprie lnd ldepriltporn t—lt rgdieri—ieriorier gort ievieriy tpeie t—iey rlvied t—ie
dly lnd r—ie wlntied roreie orf t—lt forri —ieririelf.

I bet that’s why Arachnid told us to hide in here, Swpth— t—orgg—tၩ lprtienpng tor t—ie rorgndr orf bltlie rilgpng
jgrt orgtrpdie t—ie gpft r—ord.  He wants all the glory for himself. Well, I’m sure he cares about us, too, but he
probably still wants the glory for himself and not for a bunch of kids.

Elrilpieri tordlyၩ Swpth—ၩ Blptၩ  lnd tien orf t—iepri fiellorw Ahldieey rtgdientrၩ llorng wpt— t—iepri h—ldieriorn
Arilh—npdၩ —ld horeie tor t—ie Mgriege orf Sgdieri—geln Hprtorriy pn Wlr—pngtornၩ D.C. T—ie Mgriege —ld
ordienied  pn  2010  lnd  h—riornphlied  t—ie  —prtorriy  orf  rgdieri—gelnr  pn  Aeieriphlၩ  rtlritpng  wpt—  t—ie  frirt
lddielrilnhier  orf  hornfrieied rgdieri—gelnr pn  1986 lnd gorpng orn tor  driierient  dly.  T—ie field tripd wlr
h—ldieriornied by Arilh—npdၩ w—or wlr hgririiently fg—tpng t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprtr by —perielf. T—ie field tripd wlr
rgddorried tor bie dlrit orf t—iepri Hprtorriy hllrrၩ —ieldpng t—iee tor bietieri lielrin lnd gndierirtlnd eorriie lborgt t—ie
—prtorriy orf rgdieri—gelnr lnd —orw t—iey lpvied pn Aeieriphl. T—ie riielrorn t—iepri Hprtorriy tielh—ieri dpdn’t horeie
wlr biehlgrie  r—ie gort  rphk lnd horgldn’t  horeie wpt— t—ieeၩ t—orgg— Swpth— wpr—ied r—ie —ldၩ  biehlgrie
Arilh—npd nieiedied lll t—ie —ield —ie horgld giet tor fg—t t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprtr.

T—ie field tripd —ld bieien driiety borripng lt frirtၩ eorrtly biehlgrie Swpth— forgnd —prtorriy orf lny rorrit borripngၩ
bgt w—ien t—iey riielh—ied t—ie gpft r—ordၩ t—iepri hllrr wlr rgddienly ltlhkied by l griorgd orf rgdierivplllpnr
hlllpng  t—ieerielvier  Nieor-Vprpornprtr.  T—iey  —ld  horeie  rieieepngly  orgt  orf  norw—ieriieၩ  lorhkpng  dorwn  t—ie
Mgriege lnd t—riieltienpng tor kpll lny Mgriege vprptorrir orri ieedloryieier w—or tripied tor fg—t t—iee.

Bgt t—ierie Nieor-Vprpornprtr —ldn’t riiellpzied t—iey wieriie gd lglpnrt Arilh—npdၩ ornie orf t—ie rtriorngiert lnd
eorrt vphporgr tielh—ierir pn t—ie Ahldieey. Ar l riiergltၩ Arilh—npd —ld h—llliengied t—iee tor l fg—t w—plie
orridieripng t—ie rtgdientr tor —pdie pn t—ie gpft r—ord. T—pr llror glvie l h—lnhie forri t—ie ort—ieri Mgriege vprptorrir
lnd worrikierir tor rign lnd —pdie orri hlll t—ie dorlphieၩ t—orgg— Swpth— dpdn’t iexdieht t—ie dorlphie tor r—orw gd
lnytpeie rororn dgie tor —orw rlorw t—iey wieriie.



Swpth— dpdn’t knorw vieriy egh— lborgt t—ierie ‘Nieor-Vprpornprtrၩ’ lr t—iey hlllied t—ieerielvier. S—ie rieieeied
tor riiehlll l Hprtorriy lierrorn lborgt l rgdieri—geln hglt hlllied ‘Vprporn’ t—lt —ld pnfltriltied t—ie NHA ornhie
bieforriie pt wlr riorortied orgt by l rgdieri—ierior nleied Borltၩ t—orgg— r—ie dpdn’t knorw pf t—ierie Nieor-Vprpornprtr
wieriie riielltied tor t—ie orld Vprpornprtr orri nort. Norri dpd r—ie hlriie. Rieglridlierr orf t—iepri orripgpn orri t—iepri pdieorlorgyၩ
t—ierie Nieor-Vprpornprtr —ld t—riieltienied —ieri lpfie lnd nieiedied tor bie rtorddied bieforriie t—iey —lrieied orri kpllied
pnnorhient dieordlie.

And we horgld help Arachnid beat them, if only Bait wasn’t such a coward, Swpth— t—orgg—tၩ gllnhpng lt Blpt
wpt— l rhorwl. Honestly, even if it was just the two of us working together, we could beat those Neo-Visionists
with no problem. Maybe the other students can’t help, because they’ve never fought a supervillain before, but we
can. After all, I seriously doubt that these Neo-Visionists are anywhere near as strong as Tsunami was.

Bgt Swpth— kniew t—lt pf r—ie tripied tor lielvieၩ Blpt worgld grie forrihie tor elkie rgriie r—ie horgldn’t. And nort
jgrt orridpnlriy forrihieၩ iept—ieri. Blpt —ld rgdieri rtriiengt—ၩ rgdieri rtriiengt— —ie wlr eorriie t—ln wpllpng tor grie tor
—orld —ieri dorwn pf niehierrlriy. Hie worgld hllpe pt wlr forri —ieri ‘driortiehtpornၩ’ bgt Swpth— kniew t—lt Blpt wlr
jgrt toror lfrilpd tor lhtgllly gor orgt lnd fg—t.

I need a way to distract him, Swpth— t—orgg—t. Some opportunity to—
A lorgd rhriiele friore orgtrpdie t—ie gpft r—ord eldie lll orf t—ie rtgdientr jgedၩ iexhiedt forri Swpth—ၩ w—or

qgphkly dieieriied orvieri t—ie tord orf t—ie horgntieri tor rieie w—ieriie t—ie rhriiele —ld horeie friore.
T—riorgg— t—ie gpft r—ord’r friornt wpndorwrၩ r—ie horgld rieie l gprilrdriorblbly lborgt —ieri lgieၩ blried orn —ieri

lddielrilnhierlypng orn t—ie fororri lr pf r—ie —ld tripddied orvieri roreiet—png. T—ie gpril wlr hgrilied pntor l blllၩ lr
pf triypng tor lvorpd t—ie wiebbpng lnd friie bllrtr w—ph— flr—ied lhriorrr t—ie —lllwly orgtrpdie. T—ien l eln pn
l dlrik riorbie lddielriied orvieri —ieriၩ wllkpng torwlrid —ieri wpt— —pr —lndr —ield —pg—ၩ glorwpng wpt— roreie kpnd
orf dgridlie ienierigyၩ lr pf —ie wlr lborgt tor bllrt t—ie gpril pntor dpiehier.

“Hieyၩ t—lt gpril pr lborgt tor giet —grit!” Swpth— rlpdၩ lororkpng dorwn lt Blpt. “Wie’vie gort tor —ield —ieri!”
Bgt Blpt r—orork —pr —ield lnd rlpdၩ “Swpth—ၩ wie dorn’t knorw w—or t—lt gpril pr lndr”
“I dorn’t hlriieၩ” Swpth— rnlddied. “Unlpkie yorgၩ I’e gorpng tor bie l real —ierior lnd rlvie —ieriၩ nor eltieri w—or

r—ie pr.”
Wpt—  t—ltၩ  Swpth—  llgnh—ied  —ieririelf  orvieri  t—ie  tord  orf  t—ie  horgntieriၩ  jgrt  blriiely  lvorpdpng  Blpt’r

orgtrtriieth—ied —lndrၩ llndied orn t—ie ort—ieri rpdieၩ lnd rdripntied orgt t—ie gpft r—ord dororri torwlrid t—ie gpril lnd
t—ie  Nieor-Vprpornprt.  T—ie  Nieor-Vprpornprt  rtorord  orvieri  t—ie  gprilၩ  h—ghklpng  dlrikly  lr  t—ie  dgridlie  ienierigy
lriorgnd —pr —lndr griiew dlrikieri lnd dlrikieriၩ w—plie t—ie gpril rorbbied pn fielriၩ t—orgg— forri roreie riielrorn r—ie
dpdn’t lorork gd lt t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt lt lll. Mlybie r—ie t—orgg—t r—ie wlr gorpng tor dpie lnd dpdn’t wlnt tor
rieie —ieri orwn dielt— horepng torwlrid —ieri.

Wpt— l yiellၩ Swpth— jgedied pntor t—ie lpri lnd kphkied t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt pn t—ie h—iert. T—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt
rtlggieriied blhkwlridrၩ bgt bieforriie —ie horgld riierdorndၩ Swpth— rwiedt —pr liegr orgt friore gndierinielt— —peၩ
hlgrpng —pe tor flll —ield frirt orntor t—ie fororriၩ relhkpng —pr —ield lglpnrt t—ie elriblie fororri lnd flllpng
gnhornrhporgr pnrtlntly.

Plntpngၩ Swpth— lororkied dorwn lt t—ie gpril lnd rlpdၩ “Ariie yorg orkly?”
T—ie gprilrw—or —ld bieien rorbbpng gnhorntriorlllblyrrgddienly rtorddiedၩ t—orgg— r—ie dpd rnpfie ievieriy

norw lnd t—ien. “Y-Yier. W—or lriie yorg? Ariie yorg ornie orf t—orrie Nieor-Vprpornprtr?”
Swpth— r—orork —ieri —ield. “Norၩ I’e nort. I’e l rtgdient friore t—ie T—ieordorriie Jlrorn Ahldieey forri Yorgng

Sgdieri—gelnr lnd I jgrt rlvied yorgri lpfie.”
“O—ၩ  t—-t—lnk yorgၩ”  rlpd  t—ie  gpril  bietwieien rnpfierၩ  w—or forri  roreie riielrorn rtpll  wlrn’t  lororkpng lt

Swpth—. “I t—-t—orgg—t I wlr l gornieri.”



“Nor driorblieeၩ” rlpd Swpth—ၩ flr—png —ieri l replie. “Bgt yorg riiellly r—orgld lorork w—ieriie yorg’riie gorpngၩ
ierdiehpllly pn t—ierie rptgltpornr. And w—y lriien’t yorg lororkpng eie pn t—ie flhieၩ lnywly? T—lt’r w—lt dieordlie
grgllly dor w—ien t—iey tllk tor ort—ieri dieordlie.”

T—ie gpril lororkied gd lt Swpth—ၩ w—ph— wlr w—ien Swpth— nortphied —ieri dgllၩ gnrieiepng grily ieyier. “I’e
rorririy. I’e blpnd. I r—orgld —lvie eientpornied t—lt.”

“O—ၩ” rlpd Swpth—. “Blpndၩ —g—? Wiellၩ w—lt wieriie yorg dorpngr”
Swpth— wlr pntieririgdtied by l riorlri orf fleie lnd lororkied gd tor rieie w—ieriie t—lt rorgnd —ld horeie friore.
Arilh—npd wlr dorpng bltlie wpt— t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprtr. Hie wlr hlpngpng tor t—ie hieplpngၩ —lvpng jgrt blriiely

lvorpdied biepng bgrinied tor dielt— by ornie orf t—ie t—riieie Nieor-Vprpornprtr rtlndpng bielorwၩ l dorritporn orf t—ie
hieplpng reorkpng friore w—ieriie l friieblll —ld hrilr—ied pntor pt. T—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt pn qgiertporn wlr lptierillly
orn friie. In flhtၩ —ie lororkied tor bie eldie orf friie lnd wlr gllripng gd lt Arilh—npd wpt— r—ieieri —ltriied. T—ie
ort—ieri twor Nieor-Vprpornprtr worriie t—orrie rleie dlrik hlorlkr t—lt lll  Nieor-Vprpornprtr rieieeied tor wielriၩ  ror
Swpth— dpdn’t knorw w—lt t—iey lororkied lpkieၩ norri wlr r—ie pntieriiertied pn fndpng orgt.

“W—lt wlr t—lt?” rlpd t—ie gprilၩ hlpngpng tor Swpth—’r lieg pn dlnph. “I —ielrid friie. Ir t—ie Mgriege orn
friie?”

“Norၩ yorg rplly gprilၩ pt’r nortၩ” rlpd Swpth—ၩ triypng tor driy t—ie gpril orf —ieri lieg. “It’r jgrt lnort—ieri ornie orf
t—orrie Nieor-Vprpornprt friielkr. Onie orf t—iee pr orn friie.”

“On friie?” rlpd t—ie gpril pn l —pg— vorphie. S—ie rorgndied lpkie r—ie wlr hlorrie tor flpntpng. “T—lt iexdllpnr t—ie
reorkie lnd —ieltၩ t—ien.”

“Dorn’t worririyၩ” rlpd Swpth—. “I’ll giet yorg pntor t—ie gpft r—ord w—ieriie yorg’ll bie rlfie. Jgrt horeie wpt— eie
lndr”

Swpth— wlr ornhie lglpn pntieririgdtiedၩ t—pr tpeie by t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt r—ie t—orgg—t r—ie —ld knorhkied orgt
horepng orgt orf norw—ieriie lnd dgnh—png —ieri pn t—ie ggt. Swpth— glrdied lnd fiellၩ bgt t—ien wlr hlgg—t by
t—ie niehk lnd rlleeied tor t—ie griorgnd by t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt. S—ie glrdied forri lpriၩ bgt horgldn’t giet lny
pntor —ieri lgngr biehlgrie t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt wlr rqgieiezpng t—ie lpri orgt orf —ieri.

“Stgdpd gprilၩ”  rlpd t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt  pn l dieied vorphie.  “Dorn’t  yorg riiellpzie t—lt  yorg rtlnd lglpnrt
ieqgllpty lnd jgrtphie? T—lt pr w—y yorg wpll dpie tordly.”

T—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt’r ort—ieri —lnd iexdlordied wpt— bgrinpng dgridlie ienierigy. Hie briorgg—t —pr glorwpng frt
lborvie —pr —ieldၩ bgt bieforriie —ie horgld bripng pt dorwn orn —ieriၩ Blpt lddielriied orgt orf norw—ieriie lnd dgnh—ied
t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt pn t—ie flhie.

Blpt’r  dgnh— egrt —lvie bieien dorwieriied by —pr rgdieri rtriiengt—ၩ biehlgrie t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt fiew orf
Swpth—. Hie hrilr—ied pntor l dprdlly hlrie fieltgripng l dphtgriie orf Oeiegl Mln r—lkpng —lndr wpt— Rornlld
Rielglnၩ —ptpng t—ie wlll ror —lrid t—lt t—ie —ggie dphtgriie hrilr—ied dorwn orn tord orf —pe. Onhie lglpnၩ —ie
dpdn’t giet gdၩ bgt t—pr tpeieၩ Swpth— wlr hieritlpn t—lt t—ie Nieor-Vprpornprt wlr dorwn forri t—ie horgnt.

Glrdpng forri lpriၩ Swpth— rlt gd lnd rigbbied —ieri niehk. S—ie lororkied gd lt Blpt lnd rlpdၩ “T—lnkrၩ brior! I
t—pnk yorg epg—t —lvie lhtgllly kpllied —pe t—lt tpeie. Priorblbly t—ie ornly wly tor kieied —pe dorwn.”

Oddly ienorgg—ၩ Blpt wlr nort replpng. Hie jgrt grilbbied —ieri by t—ie horlllri orf —ieri gnpforrie lnd ylnkied
—ieri gd tor —ieri fieiet. “W—lt wieriie yorg thinking? I  told yorg tor rtly pn t—ie gpft r—ordၩ nort rign orgt pntor t—ie
ltripge lnd nielrily giet yorgririelf kpllied.”

“Bgt I rlvied t—lt gpril’r lpfieၩ” Swpth— lriggiedၩ giertgripng lt t—ie blpnd gpril lypng orn t—ie fororriၩ norw hgrilied
pntor l fietll dorrptporn lnd rorbbpng lglpn. “Irn’t t—lt w—lt —ieriorier dor?”

“Yiel—ၩ bgt yorg llror lleorrt gort yorgririelf kplliedၩ” Blpt rlpdၩ rtpll nort lietpng gor orf —ieri horlllri. “And pf
yorg’d dornie t—ltၩ I worgld —lvie tlkien t—ie blleie forri your eprtlkier. Ar grgllၩ I epg—t ldd.”



“W—ltievieriၩ” rlpd Swpth—ၩ riorllpng —ieri ieyier. S—ie ylnkied —ieri horlllri orgt orf Blpt’r —lndr lnd gllriied lt
—pe. “Biehlgrie wie’riie bort— orgt —ieriieၩ yorg hln tlkie t—ie gpril pntor t—ie gpft r—ord wpt— ievieriyornie ielrieၩ w—plie I’ll
gor —ield Arilh—npd.”

Swpth— tripied tor wllk dlrt —peၩ bgt Blpt grilbbied —ieri ielborw lnd forrihied —ieri blhkၩ nielrily hlgrpng —ieri tor
flll orn tor —ieri bie—pnd. S—ie hlgg—t —ieririelf bieforriie r—ie fiellၩ —orwievieriၩ lnd gllriied lt Blptၩ w—or forldied —pr
lrier lhriorrr —pr h—iert lnd lororkied lt —ieri wpt— dprggrt.

“Norၩ” rlpd Blpt friely. “All t—riieie orf gr lriie gorpng pntor t—ie gpft r—ordၩ w—ieriie wie’ll rtly gntpl blhkgd
lriripvier tor —ield Arilh—npd orri gntpl Arilh—npd bieltr t—ierie ggyr —perielf. And t—lt’r fnll.”

Swpth— rnieieriied. “Yorg’riie nort t—ie borrr orf eie. Wie’riie t—ie iexlht rleie lgieၩ ror rtord lhtpng lpkie yorg’riie t—ie
riierdornrpblie orldieri rpblpng.”

“T—ien rtord lhtpng lpkie l rdorplied briltၩ” Blpt rlpd. “Mlybie pf yorg lhtied yorgri lgie forri ornhie pn yorgri lpfieၩ
yorg’dr”

Bgt Swpth— nievieri dpd giet tor fggriie orgt w—lt worgld —lddien tor —ieriၩ biehlgrie lt t—lt eoreientၩ l ripng orf
friie lddielriied lriorgnd —ieriၩ Blptၩ lnd t—ie gpril. T—ie rgddien lddielrilnhie orf t—ie fleier hlgried t—ie gpril tor
yield lnd jged tor —ieri fieietၩ t—orgg— r—ie wlr flri ienorgg— lwly friore t—ie fleier tor lvorpd gietpng bgrint.

“Fpriie?” rlpd Blptၩ lororkpng lriorgnd pn lllrie. “W—ieriie dpd t—pr horeie friore?”
“Friore eieၩ” hleie l —lrir— vorphie orn t—ie ort—ieri rpdie orf t—ie fleier.
Swpth— lororkied t—riorgg— t—ie fphkieripng fleier lnd rlw t—ie fieriy Nieor-Vprpornprt friore bieforriie rtlndpng

orgtrpdie t—ie ripngၩ ornie —lnd orgt. Hie wlr gripnnpng wpdielyၩ —pr —ield riierieeblpng l bgrinpng rkgllၩ w—plie
t—ie ort—ieri twor Nieor-Vprpornprtr rtorord orn iept—ieri rpdie orf —pe.

“Hiey!” Arilh—npd rgddienly driorddied dorwn friore t—ie hieplpng bie—pnd t—ie t—riieie Nieor-Vprpornprtr  lnd
rtorord gdၩ tlkpng l fg—tpng dorrptporn lr —ie dpd ror. “Liet ey rtgdientr gor norwၩ friie-flhieၩ orri ielrie.”

T—ie fieriy Nieor-Vprpornprt tgrinied lriorgnd tor flhie Arilh—npdၩ t—orgg— —ie nievieri dgllied —pr —lnd lwly friore
t—ie ripng orf friie. “Cieritlpnlyၩ Arilh—npdၩ bgt orn ornie horndptporn: Yorg rtlnd blhk lnd liet gr diertriory t—ie
Mgriege orf Sgdieri—geln Hprtorriy forri gorord. If yorg dorn’tၩ t—ien yorg hln rly gorordbyie tor lll t—riieie orf t—ierie
briltr. Trigrt eieၩ —geln fier— doriern’t reiell griielt w—ien hororkied.”
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